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Student Ministry News: 
 

“O God, stir up in these confirmands the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 
knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both 
now and forever. Amen.” 
 

Rite of Confirmation: May 22nd during the 9am worship service 

 

Congregation: Here’s what happens and how YOU can be involved (even 
or especially if you don’t have a confirmand in your immediate family!): 

 

1. Please keep these 8th graders––Jackson Mauldin and Kinsey Walen–– 
in your prayers as they prepare their Statements of Faith this month. This 
is a culmination of two years of preparation through the confirmation pro-
gram. In this time they’ve been learning what it means to “say yes 
to” (affirm) their baptisms, and in the rite of confirmation declare their readi-
ness to live a more adult faith with its joys and responsibilities. 
 

After confirmation, we consider these young people adult members of this 
congregation, joining in responsibility for its decisions and ministries. (But 
keep in mind: Children already become “members” of the church in bap-
tism, so confirmation is an initiation into the adult life of the congregation.) 
 

2. Please participate in worship on May 22nd, when the Rite of Confirma-
tion happens during the 9am service and we continue to celebrate God’s 
blessing of the church at Pentecost! 
 

3. On the previous Sundays in May, please write down your words of en-
couragement or memories for our confirmands on the cards provided be-
fore and after worship. We’ll have these around when we share a dessert 
reception for Confirmands. What a gift for them to “feast on” kind words 
from their church family! Thank you in advance for your participation in this 
congregation-wide celebration. 

~ Shaun O’Reilly, Confirmation Leader 
 

 

Students: 
Y’all, I have a confession to make. 
I have not yet seen the latest Star 
Wars movie. I know, right??!!! So, 
I’d like for you to remedy this with 
me, or come see it for the first time 
too, if that’s your scenario.  
 

Youth Group Dinner and 
Movie Night—Friday, May 20, 6pm-Midnight 
 

It’s FREE, people. Free.  
Just need an RSVP from ya. Friends are welcome. There will also be 
games and prizes.  Let Shaun or Rhea know you’re coming.  
 

Kids’ Community and 
Youth Groups!: 
 

Sundae Sunday! 
May 22, 10am  

We are together on Sunday mornings from 
9:55-10:55, and then the end of the year 
Ice Cream Social is at 10am on May 22nd. 
Join us in Shepherd Hall, right after the 
9am service -- The Rite of Confirmation is 
during that 9am service. We will celebrate 
with Jackson and Kinsey! Visit the Kids’ 
Community classes to sign up to bring 
items for the fun.  Let's celebrate the past 
year together!  
 

PJ Party! 
Friday, May 13  

Your child (and friends) are invited to join 
us once again for a late-Spring PJ Party 
on Friday, May 13! This one is a youth 
fundraiser, so we’re asking $10 per 
child (dinner is included).  You are 
(then) free to a date night, run errands, 
take a nap, whatever you'd like!! We are 
going to party around themes of the com-
ing summer.  There will be food, games, 
songs, crafts, and fun. This is a very 
friendly event, open to anyone of any 
background, so ALL friends are invited. 
But, we do need RSVP's for games, crafts, 
and food.   Please RSVP online, at the 
Children/Family page, or sign up at the 
church office by Wednesday, May 11th!   

Questions or clarifications?  Contact Shaun O’Reilly at shaun@goodshepherdreno.org 



LCGS SENIOR 

Spotlights 
We have been blessed with amazing youth 
at Good Shepherd!  Here is a brief look at 
our five graduating seniors along with their 
thoughts on what Good Shepherd means to 
them. 

I will be gradu-
ating from Da-
monte Ranch 
High School 
this coming 
June, 2016.  I 
plan on attending Gustavus Adolphus 
College.  I will be double majoring in 
Percussion Performance and Music 
Education.  I have played drums in the 
church band since I was in the eighth 
grade.  Playing with Deanna and Dave 
and Louis has meant a great deal to 
me.  They are fun people to play with, 
and help me feel like I have a place at 
the church.  Shaun has also meant a 
great deal to me, being a great leader 
through confirmation and has continued 
to be not just the leader of the youth 
group but also a valued friend.  Pastor 
Carl also had a big impact on me be-
cause he was just so nice.  His ser-
mons were always really good.   

I am graduating from Bishop Manogue Catholic 
High School as the valedictorian of my class. I 
am planning to study Economics and French at 
Gonzaga University. In addition, I am going to 
minor in music and play violin in the University 
Symphony. After college, I am planning to at-
tend law school. I am a member of the Reno 
Philharmonic Youth Symphony Orchestra and 
am the captain of the Speech and Debate Team 
at Manogue. I’ve been involved at Good Shep-
herd since I moved to Reno in 2013. Moving to 
Reno was a difficult transition, but the people at 
Good Shepherd have been so welcoming and 
kind. I have loved being involved with the wor-
ship band and youth ministry here. Going to De-
troit with the youth group last summer for the 

ELCA National Youth 
Gathering is one of my 
favorite high school 
memories. I will always 
cherish my time at Good 
Shepherd. 

Shelby 
Damron 

Jonathan 
Hickox-Young 



This year I will be grad-
uating from Wooster 
High School. I plan to 
attend Lane Community 
College in Eugene, Ore-
gon and play soccer for 
their program. I don't 
know what I want to 
study yet but I am inter-
ested in environmental 
science or working with 
endangered animals. 
The Good Shepherd 
Youth Group means the 
world to me and has 
had such a big impact 

on my life. From 
our monthly din-
ners to our sum-
mer mission trips 
to New Orleans, 
Oakland, and 

Detroit, I have found a community that 
shares the same passion for helping peo-
ple and doing God's work that I do. Not to 
mention the group of life-long friends I have 
gained over our years together. None of 
this would have been possible without our 
awesome leader, Shaun O'Reilly. He was 
our mentor, our adviser, our schedule-

maker, and most importantly our friend who 
helped show us what it means to follow 
God. My years with the youth group have 
been both fun and moving--I am definitely 
going to miss it but I can't wait to see 
what's up next! 

Kyla 
Ganchan-Romero  

I am graduating from 
Damonte Ranch High 
School and will be 
attending UNR in the 
fall. I will be majoring 
in Biology to hopefully 
attend medical school after college. 
Good Shepherd has opened me up to 
some of my best friends and has helped 
me learn through God. I have grown up 
with Good Shepherd and developed a 
family there that I know I will have for the 
rest of my life.  

I am a senior at Damonte Ranch.  After 
graduating this June, I will be attending 
Gustavus Adolphus College in St. Peter, 
MN where I plan to double major in Music 
and Psychology with a minor in Gender, 
Women, and Sexuality Studies. I am very 
grateful for the community at Good Shep-
herd that has loved and supported me in 
all areas of life. LCGS has granted me 
opportunities to share God’s love with 
people around the country and at home in 
Reno; doing God’s work with my hands 
has allowed me to build relationships with 
others to bring about more love for all.  I 
can’t thank my church family enough for 
all they’ve taught 
me and I can’t wait 
to continue spread-
ing the love of God 
with others as I 
head off to college! 

Grace 
Tibben-Lembke 

Bella 
Gonzalez 


